
Business Accelerator information pack

This information pack has been created to give you all the details you

need before deciding whether to apply to the Accelerator. It responds to

the following questions:

1. What is the Accelerator?

2. Who should apply?

3. FAQs

4. Success stories and testimonials from previous participants

The Accelerator is funded by eThekwini Municipality through the

KwaZulu-Natal Clothing and Textile Cluster and is facilitated by BMA.

The objective of the Accelerator is to identify and develop high potential

SMEs as strategic suppliers to industrial lead enterprises through market

access, standards upgrading, and capital investment interventions.

https://kznctc.org.za/kznctc-business-accelerator/


SME progression through the phases of the 
Accelerator

2018

10 minutes required to complete and 

submit.

Documents required: B-BBEE certificate, 

tax certificate, relevant compliance 

certificates

Application 
submitted 

Validation of financial and compliance 

information provided.

Shortlisted SMEs will be contacted 

regarding next steps.

Capacity Building workshop focused on 

developing and delivering a compelling 

business pitch to potential customers.

1 day in-person workshop (KZN) and

3 days pitch development required

Cooperation with submission of B-BBEE 

compliance packs

Opportunity to deliver a compelling pitch 

to potential customers. 

SMEs identified by customers as high-

potential will progress to the next phase. 

Various cash prizes available.

30-minute in-person dry run (KZN) and

1 day Dragons’ Den event (KZN) required

Building and analysing the commercial 

opportunity and improvements required. 

Access to expert coaching support.

Approximately 5 days of development 

and analysis time

Customer requirements confirmed to 

unlock commercial opportunity.

2 days of customer engagements

Upgrading to unlock the identified 

commercial opportunities. Support will be 

focused on enabling delivery and 

establishing scale.

3 days for Bootcamp and approximately

1 day per week to manage 

implementation

Graduate to Alumni Learning Network. 

Access to competitiveness improvement 

support for sustained growth.

Screening Capacity 
Building Dragons’ Den

Supporting 
Growth

Business Case 
Development

Letter of 
InterestCelebration



• South African owned business

• 51% or more black ownership

• Annual turnover of R170m or less

• Registered with CIPC

• Tax compliant

• Operating for at least 1 year

• Currently or aiming to offer products or services to 

customers in chemicals, automotive, clothing, textiles, 

footwear, leather and furniture sectors

Who should apply?

Apply here: https://kznctc.org.za/kznctc-business-accelerator/

https://kznctc.org.za/kznctc-business-accelerator/


I have participated in the Accelerator

before, can I apply again?

Answer: Yes

I am not based in Durban, can I apply?

Answer: Yes, this programme is a nationwide

initiative. Most engagement is digital;

however, at least two in-person events will be

held in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal and the SME

will be required to cover their own travel and

accommodation costs.

I have an innovative idea/my business it at the

start-up phase, can I apply?

Answer: Yes. Preference is given to businesses with

some years of trading experience. If a relatively

young business applies, it is important for the

innovative idea and competitive advantage to be

clear and compelling for a potential customer.

How long after applying can I expect a

response?

Answer: All correspondence from the

Accelerator will be two weeks after the

application closing date.

Is it possible to only do certain phases of the

Accelerator and skip others?

Answer: No, SMEs are required to complete

all phases. The Accelerator reserves the right

to remove SMEs from the programme where

commitment levels are lacking.

How can I succeed in the Accelerator?

Answer: Carefully consider lead firms as

potential customers and ensure that your

business pitch/case that will be developed

through the programme is aligned to customer

needs.

FAQS: Frequently asked questions

1 2 3

4 5 6



A view of past Accelerators and success stories

SME success stories:2021 Dragons’ Den Highlights video:

https://youtu.be/wIqeAOxlQN0
https://youtu.be/nqk3nKZiJjs
https://youtu.be/PcO5-3AITgk


“I entered the Accelerator programme to get exposure, to grow my skills in terms of selling my business to the Dragons, to benefit from the 

mentorship programme and to understand what my potential customers (like the Dragons in this case) are looking for from SMMEs. I won 

the Best Business Case prize money of R50,000 which is going to contribute hugely into our business. It means a lot for us. I would 

encourage SMMEs to take opportunities like these going forward because I know it’s not easy.”

Cedric Hlongwa, BAP South Africa

“Since being a part of the Accelerator and joining the EFC, we are committed to go the extra mile with every opportunity that we get from the 

EFC’s programmes. We are also fully committed to our project, Woman’s Vision Primary Cooperative, and are enjoying the trainings and 

support systems helping us to understand how to grow and do our best. Thank you!”

Thuli Heshu,Woman’s Vision Primary Cooperative

“We are glad that we were part of the Accelerator, as we would not be where we are now in terms of skills set. The business case

development phase with our mentor was eye-opening because we have identified an opportunity to expand our products and have already 

produced a sample of school shoes.”

Brian Hlophe, Silokotho Trading Primary Cooperative

Testimonials



For more information, please contact the Accelerators 

on

Tel: 031 764 6100

Email: Accelerators@bmanalysts.com

Contact information

mailto:Accelerators@bmanalysts.com
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